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SUBJECT: REFUGEES IN SOVEREIGN BASE AREAS 

1. BRITISH EMBASSY OFFICER INFORMED DEPARTMENT OCTOBER 15 
THAT LONDON REMAINED UNDER HEAVY DIPLOMATIC PRESSURE TO 
LET TURK-CYPRIOT REFUGEES IN BRITISH SOVEREIGN BASE AREAS 
(SB AS) TRAVEL NORTH TO TURKISH OCCUPIED AREAS OF CYPRUS. 
BRITISH HAD RESISTED THIS PRESSURE UNTIL NOW, HOPING TO 
COMBINE A SOLUTION FOR TURKS IN SBAS WITH SOME CONCESSION 
FOR GREEK CYPRIOT REFUGEES, BUT WITH NO SOLUTION IN VIEW 
AND WITH WINTER APPROACHING, UK FELT IT MUST FIND EARLY 
SOLUTION WHICH INVOLVED MINIMUM POLITICAL RISK. CURRENT 
THINKING IN LONDON WAS THAT SIMPLEST SOLUTION WOULD BE TO 
INVITE TURKEY TO LAND CIVILIAN VESSEL AND TRANSPORT ANY 
REFUGEES WHO WISH TO TRAVEL TO TURKEY OR TURKISH OCCUPIED 
AREAS OF CYPRUS. BRITISH EMBOFF ASKED WHETHER US THOUGHT 
THIS WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE MEANS OF SOLVING SBA REFUGEE 
ISSUE. 

2. DEPARTMENT OFFICERS SAID DEPT WOULD CONSIDER UK POSITION 
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PRELIMINARY BASIS, THEY SAID THEY COULD SEE CERTAIN 
PROBLEMS WITH UK PLAN. ARRIVAL OF TURKISH VESSEL OFF 
SBA WOULD LIKELY BE INTERPRETED AS COLLUSION BETWEEN TURKEY 
AND UK WITH RESULTANT UNFAVORABLE PUBLICITY FROM GREECE 
AND GREEK CYPRIOTS. THERE WAS ALSO PROBLEM THAT PRESENCE 

OF LARGE TURKISH VESSEL WOULD FORCE EVEN THOSE REFUGEES 
WHO DID NOT WISH TO MOVE NORTH TO ACCEDE TO COMMUNITY 
PRESSURE AND BOARD SHIP. 

3. COMMENT: BRITISH CLEARLY WANT TO RID THEMSELVES OF 

THIS TRICKY ISSUE. WHILE WE SYMPATHIZE WITH LONDON'S 

PLIGHT, THERE IS NOTHING TO BE GAINED BY ASSOCIATING 

OURSELVES WITH UK ACTION. ACCORDINGLY. SINCE IT WOULD 

CLEARLY BE PREFERABLE TO COMBINE MOVEMENT OF TURKISH 

REFUGEES WITH PARALLEL MOVEMENT OF AT LEAST SOME GREEK 

CYPRIOT REFUGEES BACK TO THEIR HOMES, WE INTEND TO 

ADVISE UK THAT FURTHER DELAY IN ARRANGING THE MOVEMENT 

OF REFUGEES FROM SBA'S WOULD BE DESIRABLE, BUT THAT 

FINAL DECISION WILL HAVE TO BE MADE BY UK ON BASIS ITS 

OWN ASSESSMENT OF WHAT IS FEASIBLE IN CIRCUMSTANCES. INGERSOLL 
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